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keep his temper subdued for the trial, and with-
drew with his book clasped to his heart, assur-
ing Omir, that the volume should only be the
property of his descendants ; and that when the
twelfth Emaum, prophesied by Mahumud, should
disappear from the eye of man, the Khoraun he
had written, should also disappear, until that
Emaum returned, with whom the book he
had written should again be found.

The name of Omir is detestable to all lovers
of literature, or admirers of ancient history
and valuable records. By his orders, the bath
was heated with the valuable collection of
manuscripts, which it had been the work of
ages to complete. Omir was told, that the
people valued the writings of the ancients, and
that they were displeased at this irreparable
destruction of valuable records ; he asked if the
people were not satisfied with the Khoraun?
and if satisfied, why should they seek for other
knowledge than that book contained ? declaring
it to be an useless employment of time, to be en-
gaged in any other readings. They say the col-
lection of books thus destroyed was so vast,